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Authority in the Vict Tinh 


1. ‘lo Gui tinh, a member of the Communist Party of Indechina (PCI), is the chicf 
Sommunist leader in Southeast 1sia, Since the invasion of South China by the 
Chinese Cosmunists, Ho has bcen in close contact with the international Con 
miuist Party leadership, not only in matters concerning intelligence but alse 
in the exchange of missions. 


Ho exorcises the highest authority in the Viet liinh regime and enjoys groat 
searsonal prestige. We is in good health and has not been seriously 121 since 
the beginning of hostilities in Indochina in 1916. Wo supervises resistance 
operations in Viet ‘lan in goneral and activitics of the PCT in »articular., 

Yo alse makes many major military decisions. Vo Usuyen Giap, Comnander~in~ 
Chief of tee Viet “inh army, actuaily ranks third to Ho Chi Ilink and Dang 
Xuan Khu in the Viot Tinh rocine. 


fh 


35 uo also controls the activitios of the Viet itinh Tong-bo, the central com 
aittee of the PCT. ilis book, ‘odifications of Vorking i‘athods, published 
: wiler the sseudonya X. ¥. Z., Is used as a suide for all can-do (instructors). 
maz Lollowing iInaividuals, assisted by zone and provincial delezates, are 
responsible for the activities of the PCT: 


Jang Xvan shu, aka Truong Chinh Secretary of the Dang-be (privute 
organizatio: of the Por 


aomyen Van dinh, aka Da Uinh, 
aka ‘Jinh Dao Tong 


Hoan “woe Vist, aka Ua ba Cang 
la Thay Giap 
ha Tong-be mombers who have accepted positions in the Uo Chi “tinh Covormont 


vork for the PSL at the same time. Tong-bo members, including Jans Xuan inn 
and Jham Yan Dong, Vieo President <a the To Chi (Ninh Covermment, behave humbly 
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before Ilo and speak to him with the greatest doferonce, Only a fov persons, 
including some clder can-bo, speak to him an an equal. All nolitical 
ques%ions uhich the Tong-bo members cannot solve are refcrrad to Jlo. Ilo 
relies heavily on the advice of Le Gian, head of ths Viet tinh Security 
Services, and om Vo liguyen Giap. 


‘ALL Levels of POI organization, like the Tong~bo, are directly controlled by 
the aan~bo. ‘Slections have been held since 197, contrary te the forner 
arbisrary nethod of nominating organization chiefs, and the position of 
secretary of each organization is assigned to can-bo who enjoy the conridehce 
of the majority. although the Directing Committee of a sroup of cells, or 
intergroup, may contain one or more high-level Commmist Party can-bo, cases 
exist in which the Directing Comaittes retains control of the cell and the 
can=bo merely act as advisors, 


SIU 
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6 In the Jo Chi Minh Government services, however, behind-the-scwmes control 

is evident, Since the policy of the zovornment has become openly proCommmiss, 
Corminist canbe have been assigned to the presidency of the Administrative 

and Resistance Committees of canton level and above. These can-bo control, 
direstly ov indirectly, the work of the committees, 


7. dn tacse government services headed by a non-Corammist, who has boen appointed 
Sor political or technical reasons, control is exercised by the Communist 
fanebe in the various sections of the service. The nom-Comaunist head is 
actually a figurehead with no authority, even in such routine matters as 
organiaing the dally routine of his persomel. If he axpresses any dis— 
satisfachion with this strict control, he is removed from his vosition.«x* 


How Vict Minh Headquarters aed 

3. “hen French forces attacked Phu Tho in August 1950, the hoadquarters of the 
Ho Chi linn Govermnent was moved 50 or GO kilometers to the northeast in 
order to prevent a Large-seale French attack in the Viet Bac Inmtovsector. A 
smali Jialson group still exists at the old headquarters to carry on relatively 
unimportant rowsine work. , 
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is probable, for the following reasons, that the covernment has returned 
its fomser headquarters: 


a} In order to keep the move secret, can-bo and foverrment cersonnel wore 
foread to cut down trees and build their om homes in tho now site. 
They consequently provide inadequate shelter and it would be verv 
ficult to find sufficient laborers at the now site to build a hear. 
quarters comparalle to the old one. 


b) The vrovision of food at the new site requires teo much tine, ITS vould 
tans several months, curing which time headquarters personne: would have 


to Live on vice and selt, to clear the forest and plant vegotables. ‘The 


former headquarters wes supplied by vegetables frou ite own garden, 


In aarly 1950, the Tongz-bo assumed direct control ever the Provinces 
in the Worth Viet Nam Intersectors, The Intersectors, wrich wore 
Yormerly on an intermediate level, are to be gradually abolished. 3e-. 
eausy of the distance of the new head¢narters from Interscetors TIT and 
IV, which can be reached only by travel over 50 kilometers o” small 
tralis, the Pong—bo esnnot directly control the administration of the 
Provinces, Diex to the French attack, the Tong-bo headquartors was 
six kilometers away and separated vy a strean from the zovermnont 


hoadnlarters 
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Discord Within the Viet inh 
Jit one or hwo exceptions, no serious disacrcement exists ameng upper echelon 
Voumunist leaders in the Viet ‘linh. This is probably the result of their 
proxumity to ilo Chi (linhts headquarters, their isolation in the junzle and the 
fast tuat their jobs are primarily administrative, in which they have little 
coltuct with neopic. Ilo Coummist can-bo of zone level or higher have been 


discharged, although some have boen demoted, as was General Uevyen Binh. 
General Nguyon Son was summoned before the Tong~bo for censure. Tran Thay 
Liev was discharged (sic). 


in vay 1940, a dispute arose between Newyen Son and Yo Neuyen Gian on the 
occasion af off ieer promotion. WNeuyen Son refused his prouetsen to Goneral 
of th “igade az a pvetest against Ciao's promotion to Generel of the any Sorps. 
50 is extresely proud of his military art rourience and his rere nm in 
the Chinese Joommist Long Narch. Although Son probably ackneriledces Ciapts 
ability as a milisary leader, he has on oecasion beon openly contemptuous of 
Giap. 


Discord is fairly common among can-bo on the zone level anc below and is 
generally based on peirsonal interest, jealousy and competition for inne rte ant 
DO: sitions. ‘hese carn-bo are cuick to expese their associates whoo use their 

ficial positions to profit from crimes such as larceny, extortion, murder 
or ees iine. Jang iinh Tien, Dircetor of the security orzaniza tion in 

inversector TIT, and Dang Trar. Deuong, Chief of the Hanan (06~53 » 11-573 

seurLlty Service, vere engaved in assassination for gold, another exsanple is 
aa thar't o. six million plasters involving Colonel fran Deu Chau and the 
chief of the millvary supply service. 


Aishough Titeism 2s not active at present among Vict tinh leaders, even 
ne mLovel canebo of the PCT have expressed ap Srehens don about the Pubure of 
Lhe pe eiebence movement if Me Chi Linh should die, They are not eens 
aout, the continuction of the fight against the French, but abet internal 
dissension in the PCY resulting from lack of discinline among the Cormuniss 
gan-bo. Probable defectors from the Viet “inh, given the proper onpor tunity, 
are Uguyen Binh, teuyen Son, Tran Van Gian, Minister of Inf oration, and 
ugiyen <hanh Toan, ‘inister of “dueation. 


Yo Cini t ae 1S hinsels’ avare of this situation and in order to oresarve units 
in the BOT ree his doath oreposed the elevation o2 Deng Xuan Khu to the 
nrogideney. “hen this nomination was rejected, he proposed Pham Van ong. 
Fails was also rejeeted and Ilo was Poreed to content himsel! with Phar Yan 
Dong as Viee Prosident. Those who were unavare of the str sbegy behind Hots 
proposal believed that Ho opposed their election, feeling that they leckod 
Pictent popular support. It is customary, however, for a Communist Leader 
to install his successor before his death, and to secure uis nosition with 
wopaganda desiezned for oublic consumption. Since Ka and Jong are woll 
kaown Go tha Sopulation, the aprointment of either as president would have 
evoked no public ebjestions. Moreover, Mo would have retained Ske nrosidenmr 
of the Uabioual .csarbly, while Khu or Yong would only have been prasident 

af Uhe Council, It is probable, therefore, that in spite of nis influence 
ever tho group, Hots proposal was overruled by the Tong~ho, 


atvliade of Viet Tinh Leaders Toward Commuaist Chine 
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Fhe Chinese Coimmmists are regarded as saviors by the Viet | Manh, b¢ SCANS eG iy 
victory over the Chinese dationalists in South China released the Viet 2Enh 
bes Lbs iso ated position between the Chinese saticnalist andy Prench arnaLas. 
euuse of its lLoenc ue ars of exgerience in fighting the Chinese di: Taatalmcihek 
SanCHaee ebo aq ‘orth Viet lan consider the Chingse Carminis sh} Carty ac a 
model. for the Pok. Ginee early 1950, articles such as MAO Tse~bun7's Coucepts 
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have been studied and compared with the doctrines of Lace and Lenin ia the 
trating of high-level political can-bo at the Nguyen Ai “ec School, the 
poliblical training school of the PCI. 


Chinese Commimist aid to the Viet Ilinh has been diseussed since early 1950, 

noi; only by the can-bo, who neturally welcome this aid, bub by the poople 
awhole, In aarly 1950, thousands of people from the delta and highlands areas 
worked on the repair of roads and bridges for the transport of Chinese Corm. 
nist arms and ammmition to the Viet linh, The two main reads used try the 
Chinese are che Ila Giang-Tuyer. Quang-Thai. Nguyen road and the Cac Rang—Dac 
KanThai Uewron voad. Ten airfields are being built in the Viet Bac Tntarsortor 
for the use of Chinese Commmist cargo planes, 


fithough all of the Viet Linh leaders hope for increased arms aid, mone of 

the major Viet liinh officials want the active participation of Chinese Comm- 
nist troops in the fight against the French, Generals Neuyen Son arvl Le Trict 
Tung (Ugayen Thiet Hung), who have spent some time in China with the Chinese 
Nationalist und Chinese Commmists, are particrlarly opposed to the ontrance 
of Chinese Communist troops. They feel that it would be difficult to expel. 
the Chinese oace Chinese Communist troops were committed to Viet Mar. 


Viet inh Leaders who have spent sone time in China and monbers of 
recentiy returned from China state that the population in Tenteal ; 
suing, is suiforing Crom a shortaze of food and that traces of war arn ev: Y 
Wheres Tac Caiuece Communists can provide weapons, but have no sumplus food 
to send, even if the viet iinh desired it. as for technical advisors, the 
Chinese Commeaists can provide only military instructors, iALitamr onsine x: 
oy scliontists would have to ecme from the Soviet Union or its Zast Suopen: 
satellites, 


attitude of Vict tiluh Leaders Foward the Bao Dadi Government 
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The Communists arc little concerned with tiose vietnamese who wenly collaborate 
with the Yrench, but they regard anti-Viet Minh Vistnamese nationalists as 
dangerous encaies. Pac Dai is seldom mentioned among Viet ‘tinh Leaders, For 
propaganda pucposes he is naturally called a traitor and a puppet, but orivately 
they admit that he is not a man to sell his country for money or sosition. 
Altheugh thir could weaken the Viet Minh vosition, Viet tinh leaders feel thet 
bac Dai has neither the support of the people nor sufficient exaricnee in 
resistance methods, They fear, however, that the international sitvotion is 
working to Déo Dai's advantage and that sooner or later the French will he 
forced to grent Viet Nam its independence, proving to the people that Uac Del 

LS neithor a traitor nor a puppet. 


hon the Chinuse Uationalists were defeated in China, Viet [inh Jeads 
Lieved the atvention of the United States would be centered on J i 
= theory was played up in propagenda issued by Tran Jan Glau and sas 


‘thi 
aseence of tle Chi Linh's birthday message puolished in Ci “uoe ct 
pecole to celebrate V-day on his birthday, 19 Uay 1950. 


United States interest in Viet Uan became obvious after the ape: 
premiaons individual as Ambassador to Vict Nam, 
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The group most aifected by United States policy in Vist Nomis the opporturisis 
tho POI, including the randarins and intellectuals recantly admitted, sha 


compose the «ajority of POI membership. United States oolicy aso crmavides 
ar. incentive for high-ranking non—Commnist canebo and tends ta sboadv their 


peint of view. 


unfavorable attitude of the Ilo Chi ‘Mnh Goverument toward non-Corumurists 


in order to prevent vessimism fron spreading among the vropulation, esnecial 


RP 


artcr so much false propaganda, Ilo Chi Linh appealed to the peonie to be 


patient. He often compared the rasistance to a long 
become greater as the traveler nears his proal.. 
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WEE Comsent. ae - reports on the presence of an inter» 
nabicral mission at To Chi inh headquarters, 


Cerment.s This refers only to the choice of woi 
1 


A rds used in Vies: 
namese for addressing persons of various sociel iovel 
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EE Corset ME ccntains a list of non-Commrast of. 
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eliais in the vie Chi tynh Government. 
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